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Current
Events
To Continue a Classic
Famed author Harper Lee will
publish her first novel in 55 years

ArtsandAntique
Show
By: Leah Weimer

On November 8 & 9, 2014 the Arts
and Antiques Show concluded with
another successful event.
This was the second consecutive
year PCS has hosted the Arts and
Antiques Show, but it was held in
the past for many years. We’re proud
to be able to bring the show back
again!
The Arts and Antiques Show funds
are used for field trips and to help
pay for the band and chorus to
go to Darien Lake. It also raises
money for Student Scholarships and
Achievement Awards.

This year there were 110 spots
(including classrooms, hallways
and the North gym) filled with
vendors who sold all kinds of
homemade and handmade crafts,
antiques, food, etc.
Eleven people were on the
planning committee. They were
happy to have many volunteers to
help out this year, which included
the school staff & students. The
students helped out greatly and
were given the opportunity to
earn community service hours.
Many thanks to everyone who
helped to make this event so
successful – all of us students
benefit from it!
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To Kill a Mockingbird will not be
author Harper Lee’s only published
novel after all. After more than five
decades, Lee’s second book, Go
Set a Watchman, will be released
on July 14, publishing imprint
Harper announced on Tuesday.
“This is a remarkable literary
event,” said publisher Jonathan
Burnham. “The existence of Go
Set a Watchman was unknown
until recently, and its discovery
is an extraordinary gift to the
many readers and fans of To Kill a
Mockingbird.”
The news of Lee’s new novel
immediately created plenty of
buzz—and sales. As of Wednesday,
pre-orders of Watchman held the
Number 1 position on Barnes and
Noble and Amazon’s websites,
more than five months ahead of
its release date.
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NEWS

HourofCode
In mid-December, all
students at PCS got to
participate in the “Hour
of Code,” sponsored by
Code.org. Through playing
games, students were
actually writing computer
code. For many students,
this was their first time
exposed to the world of
computer science. In fact,
millions of students all over
the world were doing the
same thing throughout
Computer Science in
Education Week.
Launched in 2013, Code.
org® is a non-profit
dedicated to expanding
participation in computer
science by making
it available in more
schools, and increasing
participation by women
and underrepresented
students of color. Their
vision is that every student
in every school should
have the opportunity to
learn computer science.
They believe computer
science and computer
programming should
be part of the core
curriculum in education,
alongside other science,
technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM)
courses, such as biology,
physics, chemistry and
algebra.

EDITORIAL

Code cont...

By Danae Carrier

PCS students wrote code in Java script, a widely used
computer programming language. But the way it is
done, they didn’t even realize they were doing it. The
games were fun, some of them a lot like Angry Birds.
Each skill level that the student achieved opened up
more complex skills levels.
Mr. Terry Keeley spearheaded the Hour of Code. He also
had student “docents” who helped other students figure
out how to play the games. In the elementary building,
Mrs. Tilley helped students learn the games.
Teaching students about code opens up new worlds
to many of them, a career field that they might not
otherwise have been aware of.
Perhaps some PCS students will become programmers
because they had the opportunity to take part in the
Hour of Code.

Elementary
students take
part in the
Hour of Code
Day in one of
the school’s
computer
labs.

Dakota
Lewis, one of
the student
docents,
looks on as
other young
students play
the coding
games.
Photos courtesy
of Mrs. Tilley
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Recently, during a gym
class, a dirty lie was spread
about me. Someone made
up something that they
said happened in the
locker room. I was about
to run some laps when my
teacher pulled me aside
and asked, “Is what they’re
saying true?”
I had a bad feeling about it
and said, “What thing?”
My teacher told me that
someone said something
pretty personal. I started
wailing. We talked about
it outside , but I was still
crying when I came back
into the gym. If the people
who did it were trying to
make me cry and make me
feel embarrassed they did
their job quite well.
What I’m getting at is that
on that day my friends
helped me get through
it; offering hugs, giving
encouragement and
calling those people “jerks.”
They also backed me up
when I told me counselor
about the situation.
My main point for this
editorial is that friends are
wonderful. This incident
shows how friends can
comfort you. They can
crack jokes, back you up
about anything you say,
and get you through the
hard times.
That’s why you need good
friends.

Another reason why
friends are wonderful is
that they will stick up for
you. They are also good at
telling you if you forgot to
do their homework.
So, friends are great, right?
I think everybody should
have great friends. I also
believe that bullying
should stop! (Obviously!)
And that the people who
bullied me are mean and
annoying… Thank you to
my true friends!

ASK DANAE
ADVICECOLUMN
Dear Danae:
I finally got a cell phone
for my 13th birthday but
our plan limits the number
of texts I can send every
month. I went over last
month and it cost my
parents a lot of money, and
they got really mad at me!
They said I have to control
my texting but it’s so hard!
Everyone sends me tons of
texts each day and I feel like
I need to answer them all.
How do I control my texting
when it seems like such a
necessary thing with my
friends?
Signed,
In Trouble with My Friends
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Dear In Trouble,
Most parents are fairly
strict. One way to deal
with this is to look at a
plan that has a limited
amount of minutes that
you can use so once you
run out of minutes, that’s
it, and you don’t have to
worry about a bill.
You may want to suggest
that to your parents, as it’ll
definitely help you to cut
down on texting. Also, it’s
important to remember
that most texts don’t have
to be answered right away,
especially not the ‘hi! how
r u?’ ones. I’m sure if you
explain to your friends that
you have to cut down on
it and not to be offended
if you don’t answer
everything they send you,
they’ll understand (and
maybe even text you a bit
less). Not to mention that
face to face time is always
better than texting (and it
has less spelling mistakes)!
Good luck!
Danae
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FEATURES

The Beginning of
Celebrating the
New Year
Celebrating the New Year goes
back 4000 years ago, but it didn’t
begin in western cultures until
only 400 years ago. The holiday
began in ancient Babylonia (now
Iraq) around 2000 B.C. However,
the Babylonians began their new
year near the end of what is now
March, a logical time to start a new
year since winter was over, spring
with its new life was beginning
and crops were planted for the
coming year.
In 153 B.C. the Roman senate
decreed the New Year to begin on
January 1. It made this decree to
correct the calendar, which had
become out of synch with the sun.
The date has no agricultural or
seasonal significance.
The Acceptance of the New Year’s
Celebration:
Although January 1 had
no agricultural or seasonal
significance, it did have a civil one.
On that date the newly elected
Roman consuls would step into
their positions. Interestingly, the
month of January is named for the
Roman god Janus, who had two
faces, which can represent looking
back at the old year and one
looking forward to the new one.

MyLunchMoney.com Is Now at PCS

New Year’s cont...

New Year’s cont...

Celebrating the new year was
a pagan practice and for that
reason, the early Christian church
condemned it. However, in order
to more easily convert pagans to
Christianity, the Church accepted
the celebration on January 1,
but made it the Feast of Christ’s
Circumcision.

Greece
A gold or silver coin is baked into
a cake. The person who has the
piece of cake with the coin inside
will be lucky for the rest of the
year.

New Year’s Resolutions:
Making resolutions on New Year’s
is as old as the holiday itself.
The Babylonians would make
resolutions, the most popular one
being to return farm equipment!
The ancient Romans also made
resolutions for the new year, their
most popular one being to ask for
forgiveness from their enemies.
The Anglo-Saxons, who settled
what is England, had a festival
called Yule, which celebrated a
fertile and peaceful season. The
boar was a part of this celebration
and people would make solemn
“boar oaths” for the coming year.
Customs:
Although the day designated
as the day the New Year begins
may differ from culture to culture,
it is a time the world over for
celebrating. There are so many
different customs that it is
impossible to list them all, but
here are some of them:
Germany
Small pieces of lead are melted
in a spoon over a lit candle. The
melted lead is dropped into cold
water. It hardens into shapes,
which predict the future. A heart
or ring shape, for example, means
a wedding.
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Japan
Before the holiday, houses must
be cleaned, inside and out. At
midnight on New Year’s Eve, a
monk at a local shrine strikes a
gong to signify the forgiving of
the past year’s mistakes.
Netherlands
To purge the old year and
welcome in the new one, the
Dutch make bonfires in the street
out of their Christmas trees.
Scotland
Firstfooting-people visit neighbors
just after midnight to wish
them well for the new year. It is
considered good luck if the first
person to step foot into your
house is a tall, dark and handsome
man!

A new, more convenient way for families to pay school lunch bills has been launched at PCS. Parents can say
goodbye to sending cash and checks to the school cafeteria. By creating a secure online account, parents
can manage their student’s lunch account easily and conveniently. They also can view what meals their child
purchased for the week, or simply set weekly or daily spending limits for their child.
MyLunchMoney provides a direct link to the student’s school lunch account.
Parents can experience the benefits of using MyLunchMoney by taking advantage of some of the popular
features:
Spending History - Parents can view a 7 day history of student purchases.
Low Balance Email Notification – Parents can receive email notification when their student’s account balance is
low.
Smart Pay - Set accounts to automatically replenish
Expired Credit Card Notification – Parents can receive email notification prior to credit card expiration.
Meal Control Settings - Parents can select “meals only” and/or “ala carte” meals for their students.
Spending Limit Settings – Parents can set daily and weekly spending limits for their students.
Multi Student funding – Parents can fund multiple students at the same time.
Students no longer have to worry about forgetting or losing money.
Another advantage of this system is that it eliminates the time it takes to pay with cash thus speeding up the
lunch line.

BillyMartin’sAllStarCircusatPCS

Spain
Eating twelve grapes at midnight
on New Year’s Eve will bring
twelve months of happiness.

OnThursday,January8,2015theBillyMartinAllStarCircus
arrived at PCS. It took hours for the circusstaff toset upall
theequipmentandvendorsuppliesneeded.PCSstudents
alsohelpedunloadtrucksandsetthingsup.Agreattime
washadbyall.Oneofthehighlightsoftheeveningwasthe
unicycle rider pictured to the right.
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ARTS

& ENTERTAINMENT

Area AllState

Alice @
Wonderland
By Leah Weimer
On March 20 & 21, 2015 the PCS
Drama Club will be staging Alice
@ Wonderland. There are about
40 students involved in this play
ranging from grades 7-12. Three
seniors are highlighted in the cast.

By Danae Carrier
This past November,
four lucky girls got to go
to Area All-State. Area
All-State is when all the
best musicians in the
western NY counties of
Cattaraugus, Chautauqua,
Erie, and Niagara play
instruments together.
Julie Kuhn (Bass Clarinet),
Hannah Woodring (Bass
Clarinet), Elena Wilson
(Trumpet), and Mykayla
Shaw (Chorus) got to go to
Area All- State. They went
to Akron, NY on November
7th and 8th, 2014.
You might be wondering
why they do it. They do
it because it challenges
them and its great musical
experience.
I interviewed Julie, Elena,
and Hannah. My first
question was “What was
the experience like?” Elena
said “Fun.” Hannah said it
was, “Amazing.” I asked if
they would like to do it
again. Elena responded,
“Yes,” and Julie said she “…
was already going to do
it again.” Congratulations
to all the Area All-State
winners. Portville is proud!

Pictured Above: The band performed its annual Holiday
Concert in the Auditorium.

Moms’ Night Out!
A Movie Review
By Kaitlyn Williams
This movie was about moms who
want to get away for a night.
They have good lives, but they
aren’t satisfied. My favorite part is
when one of the dads accidently
stepped on the pet bird and locked
themselves out of their car. The
dads took the ladies car and it had
their cell phones in it. Later on, the
moms try going to a different place
because the restaurant lost their
reservations.
They grab a cab and see one of
their cars with the dads in it, but
they don’t know it is their men.
The biker that is friends with the
moms starts chasing them so the
men throw baby binkies and toys
at him. The police pulled over the
men and asked the kids what they
did. The kids said that they were
doing things that they didn’t want.
“Oh that is bad.” Then kids said that
one of the dads killed”momma.”
The police told the dad to get on
his hands and knees. The police did
not know “Momma” was the name
of the bird. Haha! If you have not
seen this movie before , then you
should!!!!!!!!!

Mr. & Mrs. Crane having some fun in
the Music Hallway!

You’ll notice the title of the play
is not Alice “in” Wonderland . This
is because the play is a modern
spin on the old classic. What
would happen if a 21st century
Alice collided with Lewis Carroll’s
legendary Wonderland? This
modern retelling of the classic
children’s story has all of the
characters you know and love,
including the Mad Hatter, the
White Rabbit and the Queen
of Hearts. The story is laid out
in traditional style, except that
Alice is distinctly contemporary,
complete with cell phone in
hand. It’s full of references
to text messaging and social
media, and the play imagines a
present-day Alice encountering
the Wonderland so many of us
treasure. It also was the 2014
winner of the Shubert Fendrich
Memorial Playwriting Contest .
Mrs. Cheri Maxson, the PCS Drama
Club advisor said, “This play has
been a lot of fun to produce and
direct. The stage is bare a lot of
the time, which we haven’t done
much of. Usually we have a lot of
set pieces. It’s nice to not have
a lot of things to find or make.
Also, the costumes in this play are
amazing – colorful, whimsical –
visually this play is very vibrant.
The kids are having a great time
rehearsing. This production is
going to be especially great for
elementary aged children. We
hope lots of them come to see
it. We added a special Saturday
matinee performance hoping that
parents will bring the kiddos!”
I wondered what the hardest part

7

about acting was. Tess Wolsky,
a senior who plays the Queen
of Hearts, said, “The hardest
thing about acting is staying in
character during a funny scene.”
Liz Tkacik, also a senior and plays
the role of Alice said, “The hardest
part is becoming another person.”
Anna Phillips, an 8th grader who
plays one of the Cheshire Cats said
her favorite part of the play is the
first scene that she comes on as
the Cheshire Cat. She shares her
role with senior Allison Eaton. She
also likes the Mad Tea Party scene
where Brenton Cousins, 9th grade,
plays the Mad Hatter, Anna Wray,
9th grade plays the March Hare
and Marissa Seib, 10th grade plays
the Dormouse.
I asked my brother Matt Weimer,
10th grade, who plays a Strange
Door and a Queen’s Guard, what
his favorite scene was. He said,
“Scene 2 – The Hall of Strange
Doors.” Elena Wilson, 7th grade
plays Tiny Door, Taylor Richardson,
9th grade, plays Door # 1, Hannah
Kloss, 8th grade, plays Door # 2
and Matt plays Door # 3.
Gabi Wilson, 10th grade, plays the
White Rabbit. Her favorite scene
of the play is scene 13 – Alice on
Trial. It’s her favorite because her
character gets to play a lawyer.
Please remember to invite your
family, friends, and neighbors to
the PCS Auditorium on March
20 at 7:00pm & March 21 at
2:00 & 7:00pm to watch Alice @
Wonderland. Tickets for adults are
$5.00 and for students are $3.00.
Children 2 and under are free.

“I’m Basically Hannah
Montana”
By: Anna Phillips
When I was around 8, I saw an ad in the
newspaper for auditions for a play. I
immediately told my mom I wanted to
try out. The day of the auditions came,
and I put on my nicest dress clothes and
headed to the library. When I got there I
found out that everybody got a part

Hannah Montana cont...
which made me feel kinda’ useless, but it
certainly boosted my confidence. I ended
up playing four parts in that play. I have
probably never been happier than when I
was on that stage for the first time.
Now, I’m in 8th grade and an avid PCS
Drama Club member. I also do plays outside
the club and for a period of time was in an
acting class. Though I enjoy doing things
like this, nothing quite compares to the
family I have in drama club.
By now, you are probably wondering the
significance of this article’s title, or simply
why my title is what it is. This leads me to
why I love acting so much. Now, if you’ve
ever seen the hit television show “Hannah
Montana,” which I’m willing to bet that you
have, then you know that it’s about a girl
who lives a “double-life.” When acting, I
honestly feel like Hannah Montana. When I
take on a character, I suddenly change from
Anna, to Anna who plays Willy Wonka, or
Anna who plays the Cheshire Cat. It’s like I
said; living a double-life. It’s amazing. Also,
when people don’t know you play a part, I
feel like Hannah Montana the spy.
So, to conclude this article, I want to give
a shout out to those who aspire to act,
but can’t, won’t or don’t think that they
can. Whether it’s because of stage-fright, a
disability, or anything - you can… trust me.
I mean, I talk like a 4-year old when I say the
consonant “r” but I figure it out. Finally, you
might be asking yourself, Why would she
put “basically” in front of her title. She is a
mini Hannah Montana! Well, the reason is, I
am actually quite self-conscious about my
tongue, so I prefer it in my mouth.
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SPORTS

& ACTIVITIES

Ski Club

Mr. Carrier is the advisor
and Mr. Pleakis and Mrs.
Freeborn are chaperones.
The ski resort is Holiday
Valley. You get there
by a bus. You can also
snowboard. For a lift ticket,
it’s $130 and it’s $110
for snowboarding. All
participants have to wear a
helmet. If you want to join
next year, go to Mr. Carrier,
who has ski forms.

Winter Soccer

Soccer Cont...

I play winter soccer! It is
a fun sport. My favorite
position is defense. I can
kick hard and be aggressive.
You have to always be on
your toes. Kip Morrow says
to look like you have ants in
your pants and if someone
is flat-footed, go after them
first.

team won the game against
the Harmon’s, I think . The
second game was good
because I won again and
we played against the Dean
team. Every team was very
good and should keep up
the good work.

By Kaitlyn Williams

By Danae Carrier
Do you want to do a
winter activity? You
may want to do the
snowmobile club, but you
didn’t sign up for it, and it’s
too late. Why don’t you do
the ski club? The ski club
is a club in which you get
to go to a ski resort and ski
for the night. This happens
every Monday from
January through around
March.
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SportsProfile-MaxxYehl
By Dominic Pascucci& Dakota Pratt
Maxx Yehl (a PCS 5th grader) plays for the Olean Arrows
Squirts hockey team. The rink is in Olean, next to Oiler’s
Field. Maxx’s jersey number is 57. He passes to Henry and
Shawn usually when he is in the zone. There are about 13
kids on his team. Maxx practices with his team two days
a week and then he goes to open skate and skate and
shoot whenever he can. He is on the ice at least four days
a week. This season Maxx said his team did okay, winning
about half of their games.
Maxx started skating at age 2. At age 5 he joined a travel
team. He has been playing for five years in his career of
hockey. Maxx usually scores 1 to 4 goals each game.
Maxx’s coaches are Coach Linderman, Coach Keller,
Coach Ichkeller.
We asked Maxx, How has hockey changed your life? He
said, “Hockey has made me a better athlete. It has made
me stronger. I have made a lot of friends playing hockey.”
He also said that he’s always had a passion to play
hockey. He watched his brother play and he really liked it.
He likes just about everything about the game.

My least favorite position
is goalie. For some reason
I just don’t like it. Hailey
Young prefers offense.
Courtney Palczewski agrees
with me and likes being a
defender. Cody Perkins is a
really good goalie. Go big
and kick hard! You have to
have control of the ball. The
last games were tracked
by me. I recorded that Kip’s
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GALLERY

STUDENT LIFE

Fashion
By Danae Carrier

Are you wondering what people
are wearing this quarter? Rileigh
Witherall and Autumn Gagliardo
were interviewed about fashion.
The first question was: What do
you like to wear? Rileigh says that
she likes to wear dresses. Autumn
likes to wear her new neon pink
UnderAmour. Autumn thinks that
scarves are in because, “You can
wear anything and if you add a
scarf to it, it makes it look good.”
Rileigh thinks that leggings,
jackets, shirts, and scarves are
in. Autumn wishes that neon
anything was in. Rileigh doesn’t
care what’s in. Autumn usually
wears camo, neon, and sparkly
things, while Rileigh wears jeans
and t-shirts. These are what girls
wear this quarter.

WhatStudentsShould
Know about Flu
Your head aches, and so does every
muscle in your body. You’re cold one
minute and hot the next. Your throat is
scratchy and you’re starting to cough.
You might be coming down with the flu!
Flu Season Is October to May. If you get
the flu, you’ll have lots of company. Each
year from October to May, millions of
people all across the United States come
down with the flu. Kids get the flu most
often. But people in every age group —
including teens — can catch it.
What Is the Flu? Flu is the common
name for influenza. It’s a virus that
infects the respiratory system.
Often when you’re sick with a virus,
your body builds up a defense system
by making antibodies against it.
That means you usually don’t get
that particular virus strain again.
Unfortunately, flu viruses mutate
(change) each year. So you aren’t
protected from getting the flu forever.
Some years the change in the flu virus
is slight. So if you do get the flu, it’s
mild. The antibodies from having the
flu before give you partial protection.
But every 10 years or so the flu virus
goes through a major change and many
people get severe cases. These largescale outbreaks are called epidemics.

Flu cont...
If they spread worldwide, they’re called
pandemics. The H1N1 (“swine flu”)
outbreak of 2009-2010 was considered a
pandemic.
How Does the Flu Spread? The flu virus
spreads through the air when a person
who has the virus sneezes, coughs, or
speaks. The flu can sometimes be passed
on through objects that someone with
the virus touched, sneezed, or coughed
on. When a healthy person touches
these contaminated items and then
touches his or her mouth or nose, the
virus can enter their system.
People carrying the virus can be
contagious 1 day before their symptoms
appear and about 5 to 7 days after they
first get symptoms. So it’s possible to
pass the flu on before you even know
you’re sick.
Flu epidemics often start in schools
and then move quickly through a
community as students spread the virus
to family members and people around
them.
How Do I Know if I Have the Flu? Flu
symptoms appear anywhere from 1 to
4 days after a person has been exposed
to the virus. The main symptoms of flu
are: headache, sore throat, fever, chills,
muscle aches, stuffy nose, dry cough.
Someone with the flu may have a high
fever — for example, that person’s
temperature may be around 104°F
(40°C). People with the flu often feel
achy and extra tired. They may lose their
appetites.
The fever and aches usually disappear
within a few days, but the sore throat,
cough, stuffy nose, and tiredness may
continue for a week or more. In addition,
the flu can sometimes cause vomiting,
abdominal pain, and diarrhea.
If you have only vomiting and diarrhea
without the other flu symptoms, you
probably have gastroenteritis. Though
some kinds of gastroenteritis are known
as “stomach flu,” they’re not the same
as seasonal flu. Some gastrointestinal
infections are caused by non-flu viruses
or bacteria.
Although you may feel miserable
if you get the flu, it’s unlikely to be
serious. It’s rare that healthy teens have
complications from the flu. Older adults
(over age 65), young kids (under age
5), and people with chronic medical
conditions are more likely to become
seriously ill with the flu.

Serial – By Danae Carrier
Paranormal Activity
(This is a short story that will be printed
in sections throughout the rest of the
year. It’s about four friends who battle
against their ELA teacher to SAVE the
WORLD!!!)
Ashley Grabber ran to her best
friend’s locker, Jeanna Lowly, to meet
her two other friends, Alex Grander
and Jake Jackson. As always, it was 7th
period.
“Hey, guys,” Ashley said, “I’m sorry
I’m late.”
“S’okay,” said Jake. “Totally fine.”
“Yeah, well, we’ve got to leave,”
said Alex. “Bye.”
Jake and Alex headed to ELA
with Mr. Sounder, the worst teacher
ever. He was cranky, grumpy, and got
mad at just about everything.
Alex sat down in his seat. Alex
was at his side. “Do you think Mr.
Sounder is a bit grumpier than usual?”
murmured Alex.
“Probably because I didn’t hand
in the homework yesterday,” said Jake.
Mr. Sounder put down his book
and looked at the class. “For what you
did yesterday, Jake,” he said looking
straight into Jake’s soul, “you have
awakened the beasts in me.”
With that, he changed into a
large, snarling dog with dark fur, poison
dripping from his fangs. He charged at
Jake. Jake jumped up and ran screaming
from the room, Mr. Sounder (the dogman) chasing after him.
“Wow,” said Alex. “This is the best
day of my life…”
To Be Continued in the Next Issue…
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PUZZLES AND STUFF
Anna’s Joke
Column
Hi!I’mAnnaPhillipsandIamin8th
grade.Ilikejokesandhaveshared
some with you in this issue!
What happens when a frog’s car
breaks down?
It gets toad away.
What did the duck say when he
bought lipstick?
Just put it on my bill.
“My friend he’s smart. He told
me an onion is the only food that
makesyoucry.Throwingacoconut
athisfacemadehimthinktwice.”
What do you call a pig that does
karate?
A pork chop.
WhydoesHumptyDumptylove
autumn?
Because Humpty Dumpty had a
great fall.
Didyouhearaboutthekidnapping?
It’s ok. He woke up.
Whatdidthegreengrapesaytothe
purple grape?
Breathe stupid!

